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June 8, 1998

The Honorsble William E. Kennard o N, 1996
Chairman %“7&% _
Federal Communications Commission %w%
1319 M Street, N'W

Washington, DC 20334

Dear Charrman Kengard:

Az America enters the information Ags, we must choose whethier or pot we will extend opperiumty
1o all Amenicans - or leave many behind.

For more than 60 years, Americans have benefiled from universal phone service. As we axpand and
modernize our commumications petworks, we mus rpainfain America's long-standing commitment
o universal secvice.

As the President said in his commencement address at MIT last week, one of the miost important
Steps Wi can iake te bridge the “digital divide™ is 1o provide achouls, libraries, and ravel health care
ceniers wath affordabie access o the Intemnet and elecommunicaiions services. The benefits of the
“e-rale” — approved by the Congress with everwheiming bipartusan support - are profound. For the
very firsi tine, a child in the most isclated inner city or rusal town can have access to the same
universe of knowlsdge as a child in the most affluent subwb. Dur children will be better prepared
io compete for the high~tech, high-wsge jobs that aur economy i3 producing in record numbers.
Dectors and patients in rural communities wall be able o consult with the aation’s top medizal
gxperts, even if they are thousands of miles away.

Some have suggested that the Federal Communicatons Commission should terminate the e-rate or
take steps that weuld sericusly jeopardize its visbility. We swrongly disagree. Az you know,
students in poor snd predominantly minority schools are almost three times less likely to bave
Internet access in their classrooms than students in wealthy schools. Proceeding wath the e-rate will
widen the gircle of opportunity ~ delayving il or undermining its effectiveness wil heighten the risk

......

of economic equality and social division.

To claim that America cannot afford 1 make this investment is absurd. As you hava noted, the cosis
of Wi e-rate have been more than offser by other actions that the FUT has taken io reduce
long-distance phoge rates.
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Schools and libraries all over America have worked hard to prepare for the oppartunity that the e-ra
can create.  They have developed weahnology plans, raised matching funding, and filed morz than
30,000 applications. To mun dur back on the hopes and dreams of children and communities all sver
Amernica would be unconscionable. We urge you and the other FCC Commissioners to s@ongly
support the -rate.

Sincerely,
%&:r—l.
Richard W. Riley
Secretary of Education

William M. Daley
Secreary of Commerce

Daniel R. Glickman
Secretary of Agriculture

Donna E. Shalala
Secretary of Health and Fluman Services

ce: The Honorable Haveld W. Furchigon-Roth
The Honorable Susan Ness
‘The Honorable Michael K. Powell
The Honorable Gloria Tristani



